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Six of the Hostile
Fleet Theoretically

J Sunk

TEXAS AFOUL OF A MINE

In Imagination the Big Bat
tleship Goes to Bottom

of the Sea

FORTS IN THE BAY

PlAY HAVOC WITH
1

UlCKINS VESSELS

Ships 7

¬

BALTIMORE Md 12 Chesa
peake bay Is safe for the present

The hostile fleet under Admiral
Dic klns Fors Howard Car

r roll Armistead rind SmallwGodV early
this morning and Tvas badly smashed

the sixteen vessels comprising the at
tacking fleet six were sunk theorctl

cally
The battleship led the assault

on the fort Under cower of the fire of
big armored the Newark san

ied up the bay but was s sunk by
i the men of Fort Howard The Tesas
i went afoul of a mine and in imagination

Went to the bottom of the sea Four
t torpedo boats down under the

destructive fire from the
The other ships of JDlckins fleet are

the cruisers Atlanta the training
Hartford the monitors Florida Nevada
Puritan and Arkiuisas and the scouts
oT the fleet the Hornet and Sylph arid
the Sylvia

Tests of Colors Made
One Interesting point in the

was the fact that the vessels of
tacking squadron were painted different

4 colors so to determine which
iwas the most difficult to pick up

searchlight
The Texas Newark the Atlanta

the Terror Puritan the Hornet thu
Sylph and were painted

4 white The Florida the
the Nevada were a dull khaki green
The blaclr and the tor

in the main war game is ssimple In
object Its general purpose is to test
the defenses of Baltimore Wash
ington Besides ascertaining once more
the effectiveness of these works of the
army navy the exercises will show
the best point for warships when ac
tively engaged In war and afford ex
perience in the laying and evasion of

and in general gun practice
The big guns however will not
owing to the great cost

No Trick Arc Indulged
The game is officially called joint ex

ercise as distinguishing the present
operations from what are known as

maneuvers There Is no inten
tion of trying to obtain a victory either
for the army or for the navy No

are being indulged nor any at
tempt made on the part of one com
mander to outwit another The weeks
work will be more prosaic than that
What is wante d are certain facts col

by observant officers who must
have time and to wield pen
cils and pens Representatives from the
army are on the ships an sailors afe
in the forts

The commander of the land forces Is
General Wade commanding theDepartment of the Atlantic who came

r from Governors to take
charge of defenses

The force consists of fiftyone
companies of coast artillery a number
which represent about 50 per cent of the
total strength of that branch of the
erVice

Like the Real Thing
The demonstration against the forts

was so much like the real thing last
llieht that those who witnessed it had
fiK the sensations of Togo and Rogest
vcnsky Contrary to expectation the
scout boats from the forts sent in the

information that the at
tacking fleet was in sight and making
its way up stream The moon was well
up but hidden behind banks of clouds

In si minute the signals at Sandy
were flashing the same news to

the forts and at once the
began to sweep over the water Nor
was this a moment too soon Before
they had completed a thorough search
of the waters the light fell on the low
lying hulls of three torpedo boats
that were attempting to sneak past the
forts without Before a gun

be fired there was a sharp Jang
ling of a bell In the fort which told
that one of the boats had struck a
mine The others held their headway
and the command was given to open
fire Immediately the forts broke Into
a ribbon of flame and in the Quiet of
the night the onepounder charges
sounded lIke the real roar of the 12

inch guns from which they were fired
The blackness and silcnco which had

all along surrounded the boats now
grave place to the blaze and roar of
their guns as they returned the forts
fire were plainly seen from the
buildings on the high grounds of the
city

THE WEATHER REPORT

Unsettled weather prevails this morn
ing over tho Atlantic States and ther
have been showers from

southwestward Into Texas
New showrs
tho lake region and the north Pa
elite States

It Is somewhat cooler In the lower
lake region and Ohio valley and sllghtl
warmer over most of the remaining dis
tricts

TEMPERATURE
8 a m

12
1 P m 74

2 p nu i

THE SUN
Sun sets today J
Sun rises tomorrow

TIDE TALE
High tide today
Low tide today 1012 pm
High tide tomorrow 409 am 438 pm
Low tide tomorrow 1100 am 1109 pm
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MIMIC WAR RAGES ALONG THE HISTORIC SHORES OF THE CHESAPEAKE

if A

Edward Steele Victim of
William Pruitt

OLD GRUDGE IS RECALLED

Taunts Lead to Threats and Threats

Put Through
A Severe Examination

PHi1T JO nrlTB
lt 11 J

l

CAROUSAL

Crawford

to Fatal Use of Hunting
Gun

Shot through Ins iight hand and ab
domen In a quarrel William Pruitt
a painter at the latter s home near An
acostla yesterday afternoon Edwar
Steele an employe in the local navy
yard was sent to the Washington Hos
pital and died there shortly after
oclock this morning

Pruitt who admits that he shot Steel
while in a drunken brawl was taken tc
Police Headquarters this morning wherE
his photograph and measurements werE
given to Superintendent Edward Evans
of the Bureau of Identification
Without being told of the death of
victim he was taken back to the FUn
precinct station where he incar
cerated for the night A charge of mur
del was registered against him It 1

probable that he will attend the Inquesi
which Coroner Nevitt will hold over thc
body of Steele tomorrow morning at 1
oclock

ruitt lived In the old Naylor man
sion In the heart cf the woods neai
Twining City There is a broad ex
pause of territory around his home am
all this is covered by his lease Pruiti
Is a great hunter rind It was with on
of his singlebarrel shotguns that hi
killed Steele yesterday afternoon

Steele who lIved on the James E
Thompson farm in Prince Geprg
county Md vaa as much of a huntci
as Pruitt with whom he had been oi
many trips and had been on the mosi
friendly terms for years

Last fall Steele and his son wenl
hunting for ortolans or rails nm
trespassed upon Pruitts land Th

not knowing who was on hitproperty procured a gun and orderet
two off Wher

he discovered the Identity of the trespassers he tried to make amends urn
welcomed them to his home Af tei
this occurrence Steele never seemed the
same

Keg of Beer Tapped
Yesterday a k g of beer was tappcc

in Prultts home The drinking begat
about 10 oclock and at 3 oclock the
members of the party had become suf
ficiently to deal In personal
ties and to tell stories about one an
other

I remember said Steele that me
and my boy come mighty nigh
filled plum full o buckshot one raw daj
las fall

Take ker there now Steele warnec
Pruitt You treading on my corns
and Im Just full nough of booze now
to finish up that little Job I started or
that day you was oh my land

Aw you wouldnt shoot a chicken
Bill said Steele as he laughed In life
glass of beer

Repeatedly Derided Pruitt
Pruitt stamped uround the room for c

while drank more lccr and then final
ly answered telling him that li
wasnt right to br ing up old grudges anc
rub salt In old wounds Steele repeat

Continued on Second Page
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Throughout the Length of Major Conrads
Questioning However the Defendant in
Postal Case Maintains His Composure

For two hours this morning and as
man this afternoon William O Craw
fcroV un derwent a
tlph y Holmes Conrad the spe
cial attorney employed by the Govern
ment to assist the Attorney In
the prosecution of the postoflice fraud
cases

Throughout the length of the cross
examination the witness maintained his
composure although once or twice he
answered the tixicstions of his examiner
in a sharp tone of voice Major Conrad
brought to bear all art in crossex
amination and never lost firi oppor
tunity to remind the defendxnt of an
ni cohtradictlon

Some time devoted tov the ex
of Crawford statement of

why hs received remittances from
LOrenz Conrad t lnncd Crawford
down to his specific reasons for accept
ing these and then asked
explanations of his notions along other
lines not Included In those specific mo
tives

The crossexamination will probably
consume most of the session tomorrow
morning The defense will tiVcn exam
Inc two or three witnesses and the Gov
ernment will take up a short rebuttal
It is hardl probable that th cease will
go to the Jury until Tuesday Or Wed
It is hardly probable that the will
adjourn Thursday afternoon until Mon
day n usual

Crawford CrossExaraincd
Prior to the resumption of the cross

epcaminatlon of Crawford Mr Worth
ington obtained permission to ask the
witness one or two questions which
had slipped his memory in the examina
tion in chlpf

Mr Worthington called Crawforas
attention to a statement made by Lor
enz to tho effect that Crawford told him
that ho Crawford had made arrange
meats with Machcn for the insertion
of an item In the specifications permit
ting the use of other materials besides
leather

Did you make any such arrange
ment with Machen Mr Worthington
asked

No sir I did not
Major Conrad then took up the cross

examination where he left off lastThursday
The first touched upon was the

difference between and Craw
fords statements In regard to the timo
when they entered their agree
ments

On his examination in chief Crawfordsaid that it was some time about April
17 1902

Major Conrad tivnod to the statemeat of Crawford made before Fourth
Assistant Postmaster General Brlstow
in May 1903

Why did you toll Mr Brlstow thatit was in of May
Is yOur memory better now than it T ig
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over two years ago Major Conrad
asked

I told Mr Bristow said Crawfordthat I thought it was about the firstof that time I had not con
any of the letters or documentsfixing the date
Explains His Question

In trying to call Crawfords attention
to the difference between his statement
and that of Lorenz Major Conrad made
a long statement in explanation cf his
Question

I object to the counsel making an
argument to the jury Interrupted MrWorthington

I got to be confined to the setform that is pursued In the examinationIn chief demanded Major Conrad oftne court Cannot I call the witnessattention to a contradictory statementmade by himI do not see any for makinga statement ruled JusticeWright in sustaining the objection
Shown Old Letters

Major Conrad next called the atten
tion of the witness to the letter written
by him to the New York Leather and
Paint Company on April IS 1002 telling
of his distrust of Xorenss and requesting
that they turn him down if he called
to see them about materials This letter
was written the day after Crawford
said the agreement was entered Into be
tween himself and Lorenz

How came It that you wrote this let
ter telling of your distrust of Lorenz
the very day after you had made a busi
ness connection with him

Crawford explained that Lorenz left
the hotel and city xory suddenly pend
Jng an engagement with him This cre
ated some distrust Confidence was re
stored when he found that Lorenz hadnot called upon the company and wasactinj fair

Major Conrad referred to a letterwritten by Crawford on House of Repre
sentatives stationery lIe asked for an
uxpliiimtlon of the use of House paper

At the time this letter was Intro
duced said Major Conrad Mr Worth
lngton nskcd you if you were In Con
gress

I mad no such accusation Interrupted that attorney
Crawford explained that Mr Po1k his

partner some work for Congress
men and had House stationery in the
office

Defendant Again Explains
Crawford was asked to repeat In de

tail all of the reasons which caused
him to accept remittances from Lorenz
why Lorenz made payments to him
etc The defendant again
how Lorenz was anxious for prompt re
mittancea which were impossible In
view of the strap matter as straps were
to be furnished by the Government and
im adjustment made at tho end of the
fiscal yoar This made it Impossible to
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ASPHALT BOOKS

Indicate 5000 Check Wa
in Exchange

OTHER WITNESSES

Ira Atkinson Denies Any Knowledge o

Facts in BowenLoomia
Controversy

The cash books and other volume
showing the financial transactions of th
New York and Bermudez Asphalt Com
pans in Venezuela during the time
Mr Loomis service there as
States minister have been produced
further of the
controversy

Clydo Brown an employe of the com
pany brought them over from Philadel
phia and today showed them to Seem
tary of War Taft They Included
check for 50 X which Mr Bean
companys agent In Caracas paid to
Loomis

The hewed that this paymeri
was entirely a matter of exchange Mr
Loomis having deposited with Mr Bear
6500 pesos cud receiving the 5000
American money their exact equlva
lent In return Mr Browns
and that of the books thus
sustain the cxolcnatlon made by Mr
Loomis of this transaction

Ira Atkinson a former employe of th
asphalt company was also examined
Secretary Taft today He was one o
those named by Mr Unwln on
as having he thought whispered t
him that a certain heck made payn
ble to Mr Bean for 10000 was
intended for Mr

Mr Atkinson positive denied that h
was one of the whisnerers He
denied any knowledge of any
financial transaction in which Mr
Loomis had been Interested with the as
phalt company

SCHOLARS MARCH CALMLY

FROM BURNING

NEW YORK March 12
hundred girls and boys marched qulctl
out of public school No 1 of Brooklyn
today while a fire raged In the bash
ment filling the building smoke

The children were disciplined
and the coolness of the teachers pre
vented a panic
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CZAR CONSENTS
TO MAKE PEACE

Count Cassini Presents Reply to
Note Signifying Russias Willingness

to Name Plenipptehtiaries

J

I

Presidents

CONFIDENCE AGAIN RESTORED
IN PROGRESS OF

Place of Meetingoi Moscovite Japan
ese Has Not Yet Been Decided

Upon Now Under Discussion

Count Cassini the Russian ambassador today laid before the President
Russias formal answer to the Presidents note of June 8

It Is to the effect that Russia assents to proposition and
will appoint to discuss with plenipotentiaries appointed
by Japan terms of peace

The formal answer of Japan of like character already having been
communicated to the President negotiations are assured The place 6t
meeting of the peace envoys is now under consideration by the two gOY
ernments

The above information
COUNT GASSINi AT THE WHITE HOUSE

The call of the Russian Ambassador Japan would be willing to terminate
was made at the White House shortly hostilities
after lpclock Contrary to the usual Thus the Initial step toward peace
Custom for daylight visits Count Gas would have been taken
slal presented himself at the main part TT iHgt Step Taken
of the White House Instead of at the
Presidents office In the wing event faction the corn

l
1 by the Czar as well as bv the Mikadoportanc of the Inter iev bfe fOrmally declared

substance of Russias reply the official
notification to the President was not
made until Count Cassini brought it in
peraon favorable reception accorded his

Announcement of the names p the note pniy by the belligerents fiui

oir two saying

still continues
Jn connection with these rumors at

tentlon is called to the wording of the
Presidents note wherein suggested
the appointment by the bllllserents of
plenipotentiaries or delegates It is

likely that he had in mind the possible
disinclination of the govern
ment to give plenary powers to its rep
resentatives

Therefore he included the word dele
gates as an alternative He would be
quite satisfied if Russia should flrst
merely instruct her representatives to
obtalii rom the Japanese delegates a
statement of the terms upon which

Arejyou still sitting prt the
With Taft

The Secretary assured hIm that the
still down Then followed an

hours talk between the President
his adviser

Jt was intimated at the White IIouso
this mornlns that no further official
sta tements would be Issued regarding
the peace negotiations until the Japan
ese reply to tne Presidents note should
be received in St Petersburg and the
Russian in Tokyo
It is expected that notice of t 5 re

ceJnt pf these answers gov
ernments will be sent by Ambassador
Meyer and MinIster Grisconi today
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Diversity of Opinion f

As to Peace Prospects
Special Copyright

ST PETERSBURG June 12 The
question of peace rests with Japan

If she offers terms which Russia con
sides she can with honor accept peace
will be speedily arranged If however a
deman made for the cession of Rus
sian territory the dismantling of Vlad
ivostok or an excessive Indemnity Rus

wilt continue to light
This 5s the best opinion here A high

taken by the Czar and his most power
advisers

Baron Rosens Task
It is generally understood that Baron

Posen the new ambassador to America
will represent Russia In the preliminary
negotiations if they are held in Wash
ington Some definite steps will he tak
en probably within the next twentyfour
horns when the situation will be clear
ed up somewhat

It can bo said that there Is no very
deepseated hope here that there will be
a successful termination of negotia
tions at this time

According to the best information
available now no Intination of Japans
terms have reached the Russian gov
ernment from any authoritative source
None is expected until the peace envoys
get together

Witte for Comm issioner
The announcement that M Witte Is

in a short time or business
for the state is taken as indication that
he may head Russias peace commis
sion

A significant editorial in Xoyoe Vrem
ya this morning is excitintr much com
ment It says

There is no great prospect of pence
unless Japan under the slogan of Asia
for the Asiatics should recognize that
Russia in her origin history and destiny
Is an Asiatic as well as an European
power and ready to conclude not
peach but an alliance

It concludes If Japan cart only re
coprlze that Russia must remain ah
Asiatic power as well as herself a dura
ble and permanent peace is possible

Many Minds Regarding Peace
ST PETERSBURG June 12 There

are many rumors in regard to peace
today in government circles It Is
notable that hardly two officials have
the same view On making the rounu of
the offices today at least seven differ
ent versions of what Russia Is prepared
to accept in the way of peice demands
Und what officials believe Japan is will
lag to agree to were heard

Tho fact Is that the Russian govern
ment does not know how the
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lions which are soon to be opened will
end One thing is certain and that is
that the bureaucracy is not agreed to
the peace at any price idea
If Japan simply announces her terms

with the ultimatum that they must
either accepted or rejected the ne
gotiations are sure to come to an abrupt
end Russia is prepared to bargain tat
terms and that is all she sees that
the results of the bargaining trill be
comparatively advantageous Russia will
accept If not the vrar will go on

Not Beaten Down
Russia does not consider that she has

teen beateiv down on her knees She
believes that the position of Linevitchs
army entitles her to assume a strong at
titude in discussing peace terms

Your Qprrcspondent Is Informed that
while the question of indemnift will be
one which will require the most subtle
handling en the part of the peace com
m there Is an equal chance
that the negotiations will be wrecked

lover the future of
Russia will not agree to the abandon

l will take the stand that Vladivostok is
now In an Ideal condition to resist
Japanese attack and that the Mikado
army cannot capture it without sacri
ficing half a men It Is believed
litre that if Japan forces the issue tLiit
Vladivosto k must be given up as a naval
base the war must continue

President Is Attacked
The attitude assumed today by the re

actionary press shows that there Is a
strong party in St Petersburg working
against peace The newspapers which
reflect the sentiment of this antipeace
party today publish articles attacking
President Roosevelt

The declaration is made that the Pres
ident is hostile to Russia

LONDON June correspondent
cf the Exchange Telegraph Company
St Petersburg wires that the
for peace is m us bright as It was
terday owing to the reports that the

begun an offensive move
ment in Manchuria

Japan Anxious Now
To Conclude Peace

TOKYO June 12 While the feeling Is
hopeful here that the war

Russia is soon to end there is a strong
feeling that Rus Ist fe attempting merely
to gain time rather than to enter into
negotiations In good faith for the pur
pose of the war If this Is the
case she will gain little if anything

There has been no as yet
News from Manchuria indicates that
Oyama is making his position stronger
Thsra is a firm here amounting to
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